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SO WHAT WILL the houses of the future look 
like? A recent exhibition at the Roca London 
Gallery – London 2026: Recipes for Building 
a Food Capital – put forward a number of 
intriguing concepts, including fl oating urban 
farms, a house with an integrated energy 
core powered by coffee waste, and car 
parks with raised allotment beds and 
beehives. One particular vision being 
explored was the Farmhouse project by 
Studio Precht. It’s a concept for a food-
growing residential block comprising 
modular A-frame structures that can be 
stacked in a variety of confi gurations to 
create low or high-rise buildings, and 
offering the fl exibility to cater for a varied 
number of occupants. The idea is that the 
main interior space is fl anked by the ‘outer 
growing layer’, equipped with hydroponic 
units, waste management systems, solar 
panels, gardening elements and a water 
supply, enabling residents to grow their 
own food. It is a vision that attempts to 
reconnect city dwellers with the process of 
growing their own, as well as address the 
issue of our burgeoning urban populations.

The exhibition was curated by London 
design studio Department 22. Co-founded 
by designer Clare Brass, it focusses on food 
and sustainability. The year 2026 in the 
show’s title was chosen as, at that point, 
London’s population will hit 10 million. Brass 
envisages a future where buildings 

The houses of tomorrow are being shaped by today’s 
global megatrends – in the future we are likely to see 

smaller homes, more sustainable modular building 
and an increase in community-based living. 

We talk to those who are visualising life to come

Future 
living

by Emma Hedges

Above: Delta Development Group’s Icon Dortmund project is a sustainable development. The spacious atrium 
at its heart is designed as a social hub, with natural light and plenty of plants to help regulate the indoor climate.
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Studio Precht’s 
Farmhouse concept 
consists of a fully 
modular building system 
based on A-frame 
houses that can be 
stacked in various 
configurations, allowing 
homeowners to design 
their own spaces based 
on their needs when  
it comes to both living 
and farming.
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incorporate food growing, storage, and 
waste management, with closed-loop 
systems becoming the norm and the circular 
economy at the heart of building design. “We 
need to completely remove the word waste 
from our vocabulary,” she says. “For example, 
our bio-waste could be locally managed to 
provide energy, with bi-products used as 
fertiliser for crops. And we need to get much 
smarter about how we build and unbuild.”

Brass cites Delta Development Group 
as a company adopting a circular economy 
approach. It focusses on sustainable 
development using cradle-to-cradle 
materials and is involved in vast projects, 
from building company headquarters to 
business parks in Germany and the 
Netherlands. An example of its work is 
multifunctional offi ce building Icon 
Dortmund by architects William McDonough 
& Partners, which will be completed in 2022 
and is constructed with disassembly in 
mind, using materials suitable for a 
biological or technical cycle. It will feature 
trees and greenery as part of its design and 
the building will also store rainwater to 
irrigate its green panels. According to the 
company, it will form “a green oasis in a city 
centre dominated by concrete and asphalt”.

“Architecture should not replace nature 
in the cities, but rather integrate with it 
consciously into various living concepts. 

New technology such as vertical farming 
also allows a versatile use of spaces – not 
only for recreation but also for producing 
food,” says Sarah Kricke, marketing manager 
for Berlin-based architect practice Cabin 
Spacey. The company’s Cabin One minimal 
house is a solid wooden structure that can 
make use of unused rooftops or a stretch of 
urban wasteland. Made from renewable raw 
materials, it has been designed to address 
the issue of overcrowding in cities, with the 
smallest unit measuring just over 25sq m. As 
well as providing compact accommodation 
for densely populated areas, it is intended to 
appeal to the growing number of ‘urban 
nomads’. Easy to transport and construct, it 
has its own solar battery but can be hooked 
up to existing utilities and infrastructures. 

Kricke believes that living spaces will be 
far more multifunctional as the boundaries 
between living and working, public and 
private, family and friends all continue to 
blur. “That’s why successful concepts will 
create a bridge between individual retreats 
and community space,” she explains. “This 
will also mean personal living space will be 
smaller but well designed and of a higher 
quality. The focus is on the experience, not 
the sheer size of the living space.”

Community living is a key part of the 
Urban Village Project concept, which is the 
result of a collaboration between Ikea’s 

Above left: Cabin Spacey’s Cabin One Minimal House is 
a modular cabin that can accommodate up to two 
people, and has a solar battery integrated into the 
innovation’s sandwich fl oor with panels on the roof to 
collect energy from the sun

Left: The Cabin One’s solid wooden structure offers 
a hardworking but comfortable compact space 
in a unit that is small enough to be mobile.

Above right and below: The Urban Village would 
feature a blend of private living areas and shared 
spaces, to create a vibrant cross-generational 
community Urban gardening, shared groceries and 
communal dinners would all help the inhabitants to 
live sustainably and affordably in a more fulfi lling way. 
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future-living lab Space10 and Effekt 
Architects. For a time where both multi-
generational and single-person households 
are likely to be far more prevalent, the 
concept makes complete sense. It proposes 
a cross-generational environment blending 
private living and sociable shared spaces, 
combatting isolation and encouraging 
cooperation between occupants.

“One size doesn’t fit all and we need to 
stop designing spaces with the assumption 
that it does,” says Space10 architectural lead 
Jamiee Williams. “We designed the Urban 
Village Project to be representative of this 
by relying on a modular building system to 
enable flexibility with how we grow with our 
homes, not out of them. It offers multiple 
apartment types, so if you’re single, a family 
of four, a retired couple or a group of 
students, you have options,” she says. “And 
if life happens and you need a different 
living space, you could simply stay in your 
community by swapping apartments with 
others also looking for a change.”

Sustainability is a key element of the 
project, which proposes solutions such as 
water harvesting, renewable energy, local 
food production and localised composting. 
The homes themselves would be made out 
of cross-laminated timber, which is said to 
be durable and have environmental 
advantages. The project also suggests that 

the community shares items such as tools, 
which would cut down on the number of 
unnecessary purchases per household.

“Affordability, liveability and 
sustainability are not just the design pillars 
for this project, but the main components  
of any architectural design that we will  
need to make our collective future brighter 
and a lot more viable,” says Williams.

A recent report by RIBA on the ageing 
population highlighted the need for homes 
that are accessible to all ages and also drew 
attention to the fact that young people are 
moving to cities, while older people are 
staying in small towns and villages. This 
current trend has the potential to change 
the look of our communities in the future 

and create an age-related split. However, 
Brass believes that the climate emergency 
will override this. “We will see a reverse 
trend and people will have to move out of 
cities and back to the land,” she says. “And 
they’ll have to have co-living to support 
each other to thrive. Life in the future will be 
about collaboration and coordination and 
totally community based. It will be 
intergenerational and intercultural with 
much stronger connections between 
people. I’m excited about it actually.”

Predicting what will happen tomorrow 
can be a risky business, with events having a 
habit of making fools of both the pollsters 
and the prophets. However, when it comes 
to designing our living environments, it’s 
beginning to look like certain trends gaining 
momentum are set to bring about paradigm 
shifts – urbanisation, an ageing population 
and climate change are already starting to 
affect us all. If we are to enjoy any quality of 
life in years to come, it looks like we need to 
be getting our future houses in order now.  

cabinspacey.com
ikea.co.uk
space10.com
department22.uk
precht.at 
mcdonoughpartners.com 
effekt.dk

 
“One size doesn’t fit all and we need 
to stop designing spaces with the 
assumption that it does. We designed 
the Urban Village Project to be 
representative of this by relying on 
a modular building system to enable 
flexbility with how we grow with our 
homes, not out of them.”

Jamiee Williams,  
architectural lead, Space10




